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Congo Partnerships 101

Democratic Republic of
Congo
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Jongo — A Special Place

¢ Ongo River, third largest in the world
Generates electricity sold as far away as
South Africa
Active volcano — Mt. Nyrongongo
Abundance of mineral wealth (copper, gold,
diamonds, coltan, ...
Mountains, forest, peatlands, savannas




DR Congo —Megadiverse* fauna

Animals native to the DemocraUc Republic of the Congo:

e Aardvark

» African brush-tailed porcupine

« African buffalol®]

» African bullfrog B
e African civet

= African clawed frog

= African dwarf frog

« African golden catl®]

e African helmeted t

» Afgean leop ka pl

» African |"|'--'

Ohfl an |

..».Bonobo
~* ~Mountain gorillas
“* Forest elephants
. Hippos, crocodiles, vipers

* Nations that harbor the majority of Earth's species and
high numbers of endemic species.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemic_species

‘Congo Basin Forest — Lungs of the world

‘Second largest tropical forest in the world.

Spans across six Central African countries.

Amazon, Borneo and Congo are considered the lungs of our planet.

« Contains the Iargest troplcal peatland complex In the world. Major carbon sink.
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“ople groups
115 languages spoken

* 5 national languages: Linﬁala, Kikongo,
- Swahili, Tshiluba and Frenc

* People will often speak 3, 4 or even more
languages.

* Batwa are the original inhabitants of the
Great Lakes region. Traditionally hunter-
gatherers, guardians of the forest.

e Bantu groups migrated from West Central
Africa (Nigeria, Cameroon) 4,000 to 5,000
years ago.

* There is rapid growth of the population.
The young population is a rich potential for
the country, but they face very high
unemployment.

Vo — A Special Land - Special people

B kikongo
B Lingala
Tshiluba

Swahili

®*Buniz
® Kisangani

* Goma

eKindu ° Bukavu

sKananga

® Mbuji Mayi ®*Kalemie

*| ubumbashi
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du Christ au Congo — the Protestant Church in the DRC

\ o

Kimbaguist

Roman
The “Protestant Church” has 103 member
“communities” of which two are:

31®m¢ Communaute Presbyterienne au Congo (CPC)

32eMe Communaute Presbyterienne de Kinshasa (CPK)

There is extensive acceptance and participation in traditional beliefs, including )
Christians. '



- Presbyterian World Mission partners in the DRC

Church of Christ of Congo (ECC)
Presbyterian Community of Congo (CPC)
Presbyterian Community of Kinshasa (CPK)

Protestant University of Congo (UPC)
Sheppard and Lapsley Presbyterian University
of Congo (UPRECO)

Christian Medical Institute of Kasai (IMCK)

Program for Development of Kasai (PRODEK)



’Yterian World Mission partners in the DRC

ECC - Eglise du Christ au Congo (Protestant Church/Council) UPRECO —Presbyterian University of Congo
CPC — Presbyterian Community of Congo IMCK — Christian Medical Institute of Kasai

CPK — Presbyterian Community of Kinshasa PRODEK — Program for Development in
UPC — Protestant University of Congo 4



Geographic spread of ecclesiastic partners

CPC

l

“Je vous feral pécheurs dhommes™

DE KINSHASA




CPC General Assembly,
Executive Committee,
G.A. elected staff

18 Synods
[
|
/ Education
(851 schools) Mission and
95 Church Life
Presbyteries [
Medical (12
/ hospitals) !
Women and General Secretary,
1002 — Families Rev. Tshidinda Mamba Jean
Congregations Ministry for
vulnerable |
/ children
Community
Prayer Cells and Development
New Church Pr°pe”)/ _
developments and logistics

Other
Departments

Note: incomplete organizational chart
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Pastor Kabala Mboyamba
— Mission and Church Life, Director
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General Assembly
and

Executive Committee

“Je vous ferai i@c;eun d’hommes™ 4 synOds Property
DI KINSHASA
|
: . 19 Education Evangelism
President & Legfa.l Represe.ntatlve, Presbyteries (432
Rev. Isaac Kalonji Mukendi schools) |
~ B S | Women and
204 7(+3) health Families
. centers/
Congregations maternity ISTB — Booth
wards | Theological Higher
80 Prayer Cells Christian Institute
and New | Education
Church
- Ry ,  developments Youth
Incomplete organizational Community

chart Development



nmunities of Collaboration
We're better together!

Global partners




Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

U.S. partners engaged in the Congo

Presbyterian Mission Agency Support groups and NGOs
World Mission Africa Office CORUS (formerly IMA World Health)
Presbyterian Hunger Program
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Medical Benevolence Foundation
Office of Public Witness The Outreach Foundation
Presbyterian Ministry to the UN Booth Leadership Initiative
Presbyteries
East Virginia Congo Helping Hands
New Castle Friends of IMCK
Sheppards and Lapsley Congo Leadership Initiative

Churches
Too numerous to list all
Presbyterian Women



Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Jose LaMont Jones

Jose serves as an Education Consultant for
the Presbyterian Community of Kinshasa.

jose.jones@pcusa.org



Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Inge Sthreshley and Larry Sthreshley

Inge works with IMA World Health/CORUS
International focusing on nutrition, home
gardens and fuel-efficient cooking stoves.

Larry serves with CORUS International as
Senior Advisor: Innovation, Localization &
Partnerships. Through an agreement
oetween CORUS and PCUSA a portion of _

Larry’s time is focused on Presbyterian 'Lrg;}Setshhr/?yh@fgf:ﬂiz}ﬂi
work, primarily in the Congo.



mailto:inge.sthreshley@pcusa.org
mailto:LSthreshley@CorusInternational.org

Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Christi & Jeff Boyd

Christi works with churches in Congo,
Madagascar, Niger, Rwanda and South
Sudan focused on the interest of
women and children.

Jeff is the liaison for the Presbyterian
Church USA in Central Africa region.

christi.boyd@pcusa.org
jeff.boyd@pcusa.org



Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Rev. Cheryl Barnes and Nana Adwoa Ofori

Rev. Cheryl is the Coordinator for the
Africa Office in World Mission.

Nana is the Mission Specialist supporti
the coordinator (and other colleagu
for the work throughout Africa.



Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Doug Tilton

Doug is the PC(USA) Liaison for Southern
Africa with responsibilities to resource
the church for advocacy work in Africa.

Doug.tilton@pcusa.org



Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
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Congo Mission Network — Better Together!




Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Congo Mission Network (CMN)

A network of

PC(USA) synods, presbyteries, congregations, and
members

committed to working in true partnership

With

congregations, presbyteries, synods, general assemblies
and institutions of PC(USA) partners in the Congo
In order to help each other:




Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Congo Mission Network (CMN)

 To reflect on what partnership means in each context and to share
relevant experiences;

* To learn how to communicate more effectively with partners;

 To listen more carefully;

 To facilitate conversations around areas of common concern;

« To assist partners to advocate for change that supports our common
mission and promotes the well-being of the Congolese;

« To explore opportunities for collaboration along common interests;

 To identify unmet needs in the US that may be addressed by the gifts of
our partners in the Congo.




Presbyterian Church (LL.5.A.)
Presbyterian Mission

Congo Mission Network subgroups

Advocacy
See Roberta Spalding, rispalding@earthlink.net

Education (Build Congo Schools)
See Anne Crane, craneal46@agmail.com

Other subgroups can be formed around
Interests of participants.



mailto:rlspalding@earthlink.net
mailto:craneal46@gmail.com
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